
PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND PRIVATE ROADS (EXCERPT)
Act 283 of 1909

***** 224.19c.added  THIS ADDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2016 IF THE CONDITION 
IN ENACTING SECTION 2 IS MET ***** 

224.19c.added Contracting by township for road project through competitive bidding;
conditions; requirements; "responsive and reasonable best value bidder" defined; "very
low-volume local road" defined; duties of county road commission.
Sec. 19c. (1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and subject to subsections (4) and (6), if

a single township contributes 50% or more to the cost of a road project, the road project is located entirely
within the jurisdiction of the township, and the road project does not disrupt any multiple township contract,
the township board, by resolution, may require that the county road commission contract for the work on that
road project through competitive bidding. A county road commission is not prohibited from submitting a
competitive bid under this section.

(2) If a township board requires a county road commission to contract for work on a road project through
competitive bidding as permitted under subsection (1), the county road commission shall use the responsive
and reasonable best value bidder process to competitively bid and award the road project contract to a
responsive and reasonable best value bidder. As used in this subsection, "responsive and reasonable best value
bidder" means a bidder who meets 1 of the following:

(a) Complies with all bid specifications and requirements and is listed by the Michigan department of
transportation as a qualified bidder for the particular type of road project involved.

(b) Complies with all bid specifications and requirements and is determined by the Michigan department of
transportation or the county road commission to be responsible using all of the following criteria:

(i) The bidder's financial resources.
(ii) The bidder's technical capabilities.
(iii) The bidder's professional experience.
(iv) The bidder's past performance.
(v) The bidder's insurance and bonding capacity.
(3) If a township board requires a county road commission to contract for work on a road project through

competitive bidding as permitted under subsection (1), the county road commission shall, within 15 days after
the deadline for accepting bids, do all of the following:

(a) Based on the responsive and reasonable best value bidder process, determine which bids submitted are
qualified and which bids submitted are not qualified.

(b) Clearly mark the bids, indicating which bids are qualified and which bids are not qualified.
(c) Transmit all of the bids received to the township board described in subsection (1) at least 30 days

before awarding the contract to a qualified bidder.
(4) Subsections (1), (2), and (3) only apply to the following road projects:
(a) A road project involving unpaved roads with an estimated cost of more than $25,000.00.
(b) A road project involving paved roads with an estimated cost of more than $50,000.00.
(5) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and subject to subsection (10), if a single

township contributes 50% or more to the cost of a very low-volume local road project, the road project is
located entirely within the jurisdiction of the township, and the road project does not disrupt any multiple
township contract, the work on that very low-volume local road project shall, at a minimum, comply with the
standards adopted by the American association of state highway and transportation officials for very
low-volume local road projects. A county road commission shall not impose construction and design
standards on a very low-volume local road project that exceed the American association of state highway and
transportation officials construction and design standards for very low-volume local road projects unless those
standards are approved by the township board described in this subsection. As used in this subsection, "very
low-volume local road" means that term as defined by the American association of state highway and
transportation officials in guidelines for geometric design of very low-volume local roads (ADT≤400).

(6) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and subject to subsection (9), if 2 or more
townships in combination with one another contribute 50% or more to the cost of a road project, the road
project is located entirely within the jurisdiction of those townships, and the road project does not disrupt any
multiple township contract, the township board of each of those townships, by resolution, may require that the
county road commission contract for the work on that road project through competitive bidding. Competitive
bidding by the county road commission is required on a road project described in this subsection only if each
township board described in this subsection passes a resolution requiring that the work be awarded through
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competitive bidding. A county road commission is not prohibited from submitting a competitive bid under
this section.

(7) If each township board requires a county road commission to contract for work on a road project
through competitive bidding as permitted under subsection (6), the county road commission shall use the
responsive and reasonable best value bidder process to competitively bid and award the road project contract
to a responsive and reasonable best value bidder. As used in this subsection, "responsive and reasonable best
value bidder" means a bidder who meets 1 of the following:

(a) Complies with all bid specifications and requirements and is listed by the Michigan department of
transportation as a qualified bidder for the particular type of road project involved.

(b) Complies with all bid specifications and requirements and is determined by the Michigan department of
transportation or the county road commission to be responsible using all of the following criteria:

(i) The bidder's financial resources.
(ii) The bidder's technical capabilities.
(iii) The bidder's professional experience.
(iv) The bidder's past performance.
(v) The bidder's insurance and bonding capacity.
(8) If each township board requires a county road commission to contract for work on a road project

through competitive bidding as permitted under subsection (6), the county road commission shall, within 15
days after the deadline for accepting bids, do all of the following:

(a) Based on the responsive and reasonable best value bidder process, determine which bids submitted are
qualified and which bids submitted are not qualified.

(b) Clearly mark the bids, indicating which bids are qualified and which bids are not qualified.
(c) Transmit all of the bids received to each township board described in subsection (6) at least 30 days

before awarding the contract to a qualified bidder.
(9) Subsections (6), (7), and (8) only apply to the following road projects:
(a) A road project involving unpaved roads with an estimated cost of more than $25,000.00.
(b) A road project involving paved roads with an estimated cost of more than $50,000.00.
(10) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if 2 or more townships in combination with one

another contribute 50% or more to the cost of a very low-volume local road project, the road project is located
entirely within the jurisdiction of those townships, and the road project does not disrupt any multiple township
contract, the work on that very low-volume local road project shall, at a minimum, comply with the standards
adopted by the American association of state highway and transportation officials for very low-volume local
road projects. A county road commission shall not impose construction and design standards on a very
low-volume local road project that exceed the American association of state highway and transportation
officials construction and design standards for very low-volume local road projects unless those standards are
approved by each of the township boards described in this subsection. As used in this subsection, "very
low-volume local road" means that term as defined by the American association of state highway and
transportation officials in guidelines for geometric design of very low-volume local roads (ADT≤400).

History: Add. 2014, Act 472, Eff. (pending).

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 472 of 2014 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution UU of the 97th Legislature becomes a

part of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: County Road Law
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